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The Ascension of the Lord
All Masses and ceremonies are broadcast live on
Facebook (www.facebook.com/stcolmans)

Sunday masses

16th May 2021
Towards a Cautious Re-opening

Following the recent decisions of the Executive, the
numbers attending funerals has been raised from 25
persons to the current levels of Sunday masses. In
other words the social distancing used for masses in
each church will now be used to determine the
numbers able to attend a funeral.

All Saints, Ballela: 9.45 am
St Colman’s, Dromore: 11.00 am
Weekday masses
Mon, Fri – 9.30 am, St Colman’s, Dromore
No Mass Tuesday
Thurs – 7.00 pm, All Saints, Ballela
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 17th - 21st May
Sat – 10.00 am, St Colman’s Dromore, followed by St Peter’s & St Paul’s, Lurgan, are hosting a
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
programme of events to shadow some of the
Ballela Anniversaries
activities of the Lourdes pilgrimage. Ceremonies will
Sun 16: Johnny Doyle
be broadcast from St Paul’s, Monday to Thursday
Sun 23: None
and from St Peter’s on Friday (click on the links to the
webcams). All events begin at 7.00 pm – Mass on
Dromore Anniversaries
Monday, Thursday and Friday; with Exposition on
Sun 16: The Rooney family
Tuesday and Wednesday.
Fri 21: Margaret Downey & Family, Rathfriland
Sun 23: Johnny Prentice
Francie & Philomena McCrory
Blessing of Graves
Pat McCann
Dromore – Sun 13th June 3pm
James & Sally Cunningham
Jack & Jim Moreland
Ballela – Sun 20th June 3pm
Offertory promise collection £741.30

Recently Baptised

Mary Shauna McGrath

Recently Deceased

Patrick Callan, Leicester, England, formally of
Drumintee, husband of the late Agnes Callan (Nee
Doran) formally of Ballela.

Offertory Promises envelopes

Boxes are available in the church porches. Please
collect and bring to other neighbours if you can.
There are also envelopes available beside the boxes
for parishioners to take out a Standing order if they
wish to do so this is an easy way of ensuring that
your donations are made directly and regularly from
your bank account to our Parish bank account. If you
pay tax please fill out a gift aid form and return it to
office. We wish to thank you for your continued
support this year of our Parish.

Accord Marriage Preparation Facilitators

ACCORD is recruiting volunteer facilitators. If you
have a positive attitude towards marriage in the
Catholic Church, and an enthusiasm to be part of the
team who are supporting couples, ACCORD wants to
hear from you!
Contact Deirdre on 07980 898399 or
info@accordni.com
See their website for more details
(www.accordni.com)

Trócaire Collection
Please return your Trócaire donations as soon as
possible so that we can claim the same amount from
Govt. So far the total is £4368.00 Thank You

Holy Water
Holy Water is available outside both churches at the
front door, please bring your own bottle to fill
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From a sermon of Saint Leo the Great, pope
At Easter, beloved brethren, it was the Lord’s
resurrection which was the cause of our joy; our
present rejoicing is on account of his ascension into
heaven. With all due solemnity we are
commemorating that day on which our poor human
nature was carried up, in Christ, above all the hosts
of heaven, above all the ranks of angels, beyond the
highest heavenly powers to the very throne of God
the Father. It is upon this ordered structure of divine
acts that we have been firmly established, so that
the grace of God may show itself still more
marvellous when, in spite of the withdrawal from
men’s sight of everything that is rightly felt to
command their reverence, faith does not fail, hope
is not shaken, charity does not grow cold.

Even the blessed apostles, though they had been
strengthened by so many miracles and instructed by
so much teaching, took fright at the cruel suffering of
the Lord’s passion and could not accept his
resurrection without hesitation. Yet they made such
progress through his ascension that they now found
joy in what had terrified them before. They were able
to fix their minds on Christ’s divinity as he sat at the
right hand of his Father, since what was presented to
their bodily eyes no longer hindered them from
turning all their attention to the realisation that he
had not left his Father when he came down to earth,
nor had he abandoned his disciples when he
ascended into heaven.

The truth is that the Son of Man was revealed as Son
of God in a more perfect and transcendent way once
For such is the power of great minds, such is the
he had entered into his Father’s glory; he now began
light of truly believing souls, that they put
to be indescribably more present in his divinity to
unhesitating faith in what is not seen with the bodily those from whom he was further removed in his
eye; they fix their desires on what is beyond sight.
humanity. A more mature faith enabled their minds
Such fidelity could never be born in our hearts, nor
to stretch upward to the Son in his equality with the
could anyone be justified by faith, if our salvation lay Father; it no longer needed contact with Christ’s
only in what was visible.
tangible body, in which as man he is inferior to the
And so our Redeemer’s visible presence has passed Father. For while his glorified body retained the same
into the sacraments. Our faith is nobler and stronger nature, the faith of those who believed in him was
now summoned to heights where, as the Father’s
because sight has been replaced by a doctrine
equal, the only-begotten Son is reached not by
whose authority is accepted by believing hearts,
physical handling but by spiritual discernment.
enlightened from on high. This faith was increased
by the Lord’s ascension and strengthened by the gift
of the Spirit; it would remain unshaken by fetters
and imprisonment, exile and hunger, fire and
ravening beasts, and the most refined tortures ever
devised by brutal persecutors. Throughout the
world women no less than men, tender girls as well
as boys, have given their life’s blood in the struggle
for this faith. It is a faith that has driven out devils,
healed the sick and raised the dead.

